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SUMMARY

We have reviewed three Toan and grant programs
administered by the Department of Housing and Community
Development (HCD). The HCD has made 68 individual loans and
grants valued at $7.8 million in state funds. Departmental
records show that these awards have been made to assist in the
development of 2,873 homes for families with low and moderate
incomes. Of the homes under development, 1,744 are complete
or are 1in construction, and the remaining 1,129 are in
pre-construction phases. In addition to the $7.8 million in
state funds, there has been over $90 million in contributions
and matching funds from the Federal Government and from other
sources for the 68 projects covered by the audit. To date,
there have been no loan defaults or foreclosures, although'

there are numerous cases of Tate payments and loan extensions.

During our review, we found many problems in the
management and administration of the loan and grant programs.
These problems relate to the process for allocating and
disbursing funds, the procedures for monitoring and evaluating
loan and grant activities, and the reporting of program

accomplishments to the Legislature.



| We found that the HCD 1lacks sufficient systems and
procedures to ensure full compliance with program statutes,
requlations, and procedures. Most of the loans and grants we
reviewed exhibited compliance problems in one or more areas.
The HCD, for example, allocates funds to some projects without
requiring them to meet disbursement requirements. The
department also does not always ensure that 1loans are
adequately secured or that projects adhere to conditions
established by loan and grant committees. Because of these
weaknesses, the HCD cannot ensure that projects use funds in
accordance with contract agreements and program regulations.
Nor has the HCD disbursed funds in a manner that controls costs

and minimizes financial risks to the State.

Further, our review indicated that the HCD does not
routinely enforce reporting requirements for projects and has
not developed performance standards to measure the progress of
the 10an and grant projects. Eighty-one percent of the 1loan
and grant recipients we reviewed failed to submit progress
reports as required under regulations and contract agreements.
Moreover, many reports submitted were incomplete and did not
assist the HCD in assessing and monitoring the progress,
problems, and accomplishments of the projects. Most loans and
grants did not dinclude project planning dates or specific
objectives against which to measure effectiveness. As a result

of these problems, the HCD Tlacks sufficient information to



effectively monitor and evaluate the progress of projects or to

assess program achievements.

Finally, the HCD has not fully and accurately
portrayed the accomplishments of the loan and grant programs in
its annual reports to the Legislature. These HCD reports cite
planned rather than actual accomplishments; thus, the reports
often overstate achievements. Reports also contain inaccurate
information and questionable measures of effectiveness.
Consequently, the Legislature does not receive complete and
accurate information on the progress and effectiveness of the

HCD's loan and grant programs.

Although the HCD has recognized many of the problems
detailed in this report and has taken some corrective action to
jmprove administrative procedures and management controls,
additional improvements are needed. These improvements are of
particular importance in view of recent state legislation that
increases the responsibilities and funding for conducting

financial assistance programs.

To more effectively administer its loan and grant
programs, we recommend that the Department of Housing and

Community Development adopt these improvements:

- Develop and implement comprehensive systems and
procedures for reviewing loan and grant applications
and for disbursing funds;
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- Institute uniform procedures to monitor and assess

the effectiveness of projects;

- Accurately report program accomplishments to the

Legislature.

These recommendations are fully stated on pages 34 and 35.



INTRODUCTION

In response to a request from the Joint Legislative
Audit Committee, we have reviewed selected loan and grant
programs administered by the Department of Housing and
Community Development (HCD). Thﬁs review was conducted under
the authority vested in the Auditor General by Sections 10527

and 10528 of the Government Code.

Loan and Grant Programs

The Health and Safety Code requires the HCD to assist
in developing and implementing state housing policy. The
department implements this policy, in part, by conducting ten
major loan and grant programs established by state legislation.
These programs provide financial assistance to local housing
sponsors to promote and provide safe, sanitary, and affordable
housing to California citizens, particularly those receiving
low and moderate incomes. Our review focused on the process

for administering these activities.



Specifically, this report addresses the management

and administration of three programs:

- Farmworker Housing Grant Fund -- This program pro-

~vides up to 50 percent matching grants for the
development and rehabilitation of housing for

agricultural employees with Tow incomes.

- Housing Predevelopment Loan Fund -- This program

provides loans for the preliminary costs of
developing housing for persons with low to moderate

incomes in rural areas.

- Urban Housing Development Loan Fund -- This program

offers loans for the preliminary costs of developing
housing for persons with low to moderate incomes in

urban areas.

Appendix A provides a complete 1listing of the HCD's major
financial assistance programs, their purposes and funding

levels, and the number of loans and grants each has made.

Organization and Staffing

The Division of Community Affairs within the HCD has
principal administrative responsibility for Tloan and grant

programs. Located in Sacramento, the division was budgeted for



approximately 150 employees in fiscal year 1979-80 and
administers ten state financial assistance programs. Four
staff are assigned to administer the three programs reviewed in
this report. Division staff review and evaluate loan and grant
applications, negotiate contract agreements, disburse funds,
and monitor and evaluate program accomplishments. The Director
of the HCD 1is responsible for approving or denying loans and
grants after receiving recommendations from loan and grant

committees and division staff.

Program Accomplishments

From July 1, 1977 through June 30, 1980, the division
awarded 248 loans and grants valued at approximately
$13.6 million to eligible recipients, such as 1local
governments, housing authorities, nonprofit organizations, and
private individuals.* These recipients used the funds for a
variety of purposes: new construction for rental and ownership
by persons with low incomes, rehabilitation of apartments and
rental units, purchases of land in urban and rural areas for
low-income housing, and predevelopment costs associated with

housing construction and rehabilitation.

* The $13.6 million does not include federal funding.
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Program Administration

The HCD administers the loan and grant programs in

four major stages:

- Review, evaluation, and approval of loan and grant

applications;

- Development of loan and grant contract agreements and

disbursement of funds;
- Monitoring of Toan and grant activities;

- Assessment of loan and grant program accomplishments

in annual reports to the Legislature.

A description of each of these stages will clarify
the process of administering the loan and grant programs. The
first stage begins with program staff evaluating a loan or
grant application. The staff assess the application for
compliance with statutes and regulations, determine whether the
project is feasible, evaluate the need for the proposed housing
project, and decide whether the housing sponsor can
successfully complete the project. After their review, program
staff submit evaluations and recommendations to loan or grant
committees composed of department officials and public members.
The Director of the HCD approves or denies each application

based upon advice from the loan or grant committee.



After the funding 1is approved, program staff
negotiate a contract agreement with the housing sponsor and
then disburse the funds. The contract agreement lists interest
rates, reporting requirements, fund disbursement procedures,
and special conditions established by the loan and grant
committees. The agreement also includes the funding level, an
itemized budget of approved expenses, and the number of housing
units for persons with low to moderate incomes the Tloan or
grant will assist. Each contract agreement is reviewed by the
HCD's Tegal and contract staff and approved by the Department
of General Services. To receive the loan or grant, sponsors
must request funds in writing and in accordance with approved
budget amounts. The request must be accompanied by an invoice,

bid, or contract which supports the need for the funds.

So that the HCD can monitor Toan and grant
activities, loan and grant recipients are required to submit
progress reports which detail problems and funding needs. If
problems occur, recipients may request assistance from program
staff. Recipients must also submit a final report when the
loan has been repaid or when the development 1is completed.
This report must provide information on the outcome of the

project and the sponsor's performance.

In the final stage of administering the 1loan and
grant programs, the HCD is required to develop and submit

annual reports to the Legislature. These reports, intended to
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demonstrate the department's progress and accomplishments in
meeting legislative objectives, include data such as the number
of housing units and people assisted, the completion status of
housing projects, and an assessment of progress and

effectiveness.

Scope and Methodology

The purpose of our review was to assess the HCD's
administration and management of 1loan and grant programs.
Specifically, we reviewed procedures for administering Tloans
and grants to determine compliance with program requirements
and to evaluate the adequacy of administrative systems and
management controls. We did not assess the value of ‘the

programs or the benefits of the projects funded.

In conducting this examination, we reviewed three of
the HCD's ten financial assistance programs. We did not review
all of the loan and grant programs because of the relative
newness of some and the small funding Tlevels of others. In
addition, we examined the department's loan and grant files,
accounting and program records, and management and annual
reports; we also interviewed program and management officials.
We did not test accounting records and transactions at the loan

and grant project sites.
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We reviewed 68 completed and ongoing projects
comprising 48 loans and 20 grants valued at $7.8 million. This
sample represents over 25 percent of all Tloans and grants
awarded by the HCD during the last three fiscal years and over

50 percent of the funding.
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CHAPTER 1

IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED IN THE
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
OF LOAN AND GRANT PROGRAMS

In reviewing the Department of Housing and Community
Development's management and administration of its loan and

grant programs, we noted these prob]ems:

- The HCD has not ensured full compliance with
statutes, regulations, and procedures relating to the

use of loans and grants;

- The HCD does not adequately monitor and evaluate the

activities of loan and grant recipients;

- The HCD has not accurately portrayed the
accomplishments of its Tloan and grant programs in

annual reports to the Legislature.

These problems stem from weaknesses in the
administrative system which controls and manages program
activities and from the HCD's failure to comply with existing
regulations and procedures. The remainder of this report
details the problems found during our review, and the final
chapter dincludes our conclusions and recommendations for

improvements.
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FREQUENT NONCOMPLIANCE
WITH PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS

The Department of Housing and Community Development
needs to improve its procedures for approving lbans and grants
and for disbursing funds to projects. Our review disclosed
that 57 of the 68 loans and grants (84 percent) reviewed did
not comply with program statuteé, regulations, and procedures.
For example, the HCD allocated funds to some projects without
requiring them to meet disbursement requirements. Other Tloans
to projects were not adequately secured as required by program
statutes and regulations. In other instances, the HCD failed
to adhere to special limitations and conditions imposed on loan
and grant funds. As a result, the HCD has not ensured that its
funds are disbursed and used for purposes allowed by program
regulations or intended by contract agreements. Neither has
HCD disbursed funds in a manner that controls costs and

minimizes financial risks to the State.

Problems with Disbursement
of Loan and Grant Funds

We found that projects within the programs reviewed
often did not meet disbursement requirements. Specifically, 33
out of 68 projects (49 percent) were allocated approximately
$1.7 million without documenting the obligations incurred or
meeting the special conditions established by the loan and

grant committees. Thus, the HCD cannot verify that in these
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cases projects used funds in accordance with program

regulations and contract agreements.

Program regulations and contract agreements specify
conditions which must be met before loan and grant funds are
disbursed. For instance, funds should be disbursed as needed
and must be requested in writing in accordance with approved
budget items. Requests for funding must be accompanied by an
invoice, bill, contract, or bid which supports the obligation
incurred or about to be incurred. Further, all special

conditions set by Toan or grant committees must be met.

These conditions were established to ensure that
sponsors receive funds in accordance with an approved contract
agreement and that they use funds only for those purposes
approved by the HCD and allowable under program statutes and
regulations. Also, the conditions serve to motivate sponsors
to comply with special conditions established by the loan and

grant committees.

Although the department's regulations and loan and
grant contracts emphasize these requirements for disbursing
funds, the programs we reviewed did not have formal written
procedures and administrative requirements detailing the

process for allocating funds. Department staff told us that
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they attempt to allocate funds in accordance with regulations
but do not have a formal system that describes the steps in the

disbursement process.

We found several instances in which the HCD released
loan and grant funds before sponsors met disbursement
requirements. In one instance, a grant totaling $25,000 was
disbursed to a nonprofit housing sponsor to build carports for
a low-income housing project. The HCD released the funds
without first receiving invoices or other evidence to support
the need for the funds. Thus, the HCD did not assure itself
that these funds were used for purposes allowable under program
statutes and in accordance with regulations consistent with

grant committee conditions.

In a similar case, the HCD disbursed a $35,000 Toan
to cover a sponsor's architectural, engineering, and land
survey costs without confirming that funds were used for the
approved expenses. Program staff could neither produce
invoices, contracts, or other evidence to support the disbursal
nor offer sufficient proof that the funds were used for the

purposes approved under the loan agreement.
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To assure that funds are used for purposes intended
under program statutes, the HCD should improve its systems for
managing and controlling fund disbursements. HCD officials
have acknow1edgéd problems in disbursing funds and have
recently developed new forms and procedures to strengthen and

improve fund disbursement.

Questionable Security
for Loan Commitments

In reviewing loans to projects, we found that 8 out
of 48 loans were not adequately secured as required by program
statutes and regulations.* We noted that approximately
$394,000 of committed loan funds were not adequately secured.
Inadequate security on Tloan commitments could Jjeopardize
departmental funds as well as the State's financial interest;
furthermore, it could reduce the resources available to provide
loans to potential sponsors of housing for persons with Tow to

moderate incomes.

Program statutes and regulations require each loan to
be secured in a manner that adequately protects the financial
interests of the department and of the State. Security may

include mortgages or first deeds of trust.** Other forms of

* For the purposes of this report, security refers to property
or holdings pledged to the State to assure the repayment of
a loan.

** Deeds of trust convey to a trustee the title to property as
security for the payment of a debt.
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security may include an assignmént of interest in work
products, an assignment of Tland purchase options, or an
assignment of Tloan proceeds from permanent financing. In an
assignment of interest, the sponsor receiving the loan agreés
to transfer certain products, options, or proceeds to the State

in the event that the loan cannot be repaid.

During our review, we found that some Tloans Tlacked
adequate security to fully protect the financial interests of
the department. For example, a $49,910 predevelopment loan to
one project for consultant, architectural, and engineering
expenses was secured by an assignment to the HCD of all
architectural drawings and products and a pledge that the
$49,910 would be repaid from permanent financing when obtained.
When the project sponsor was unable to obtain permanent
financing, only $40,000 in architectural products remained as
security on the $49,910 Tloan. Thus, in our opinion,
approximately $10,000 of this predevelopment 1loan 1is not

adequately secured.

Another instance of inadquate security for a loan
concerns property which should have increased in value as a
result of a zoning change. In anticipation of a zoning change,
the HCD approved and disbursed a $78,000 1loan for the
acquisition of land having an appraised value of $26,000. The

loan was secured by a first deed of trust on the land. When
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the zoning change was not obtained, the value of the land that
had been purchased for $78,000 remained at $26,000. As a
result, $52,000 of this loan is not adequately secured by the
first deed of trust; moreover, without the zoning change, the

project will not proceed as planned.

Unless loan commitments are adequately secured, the
State's financial interest may be jeopardized. Also, if loans
cannot be repaid, the funding for loans to potential sponsors

of low-income housing could be curtailed.

Failure to Comply with
Loan and Grant Limitations
and Committee Conditions

We found that the HCD does not ensure that loans and
grants comply with special Tlimitations and conditions
established by statutes, regulations, and committees. In a
review of 68 loans and grants, we noted that 34 of these failed
to comply with regulatory limitations and that 28 did not meet
loan and grant committee conditions. Some sponsors receiving
loans were not charged required fees or have not paid annual
interest on the loans as specified by loan committees. And in
awarding grants, the HCD has not always documented that
recipients can supply matching funds. Some of these instances
of noncompliance have contributed to increased costs or loss of

income for the programs.
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Program statutes, regulations, and loan and grant
committees specify certain limitations and conditions on the
use of program funds. These Tlimitations and conditions
primarily are designed to ensure compliance with legislative
intent, to control program costs and expenditures, and to
protect the integrity of program funds. Certain regulations,
for example, 1limit loan amounts for various purposes such as
consultative and legal fees and architectural and engineering
services. These regulations are intended to control program
costs and to ensure that approved Tloans are necessary and
reasonable. Other regulations specify that interest be charged
on all Tloans disburséd to local sponsors. The loan committee
may waive this requirement. However, if the committee waives
the interest, it must charge a loan origination fee that
defrays the lender's costs of servicing the loan. In addition,
grant regulations require that sponsors provide matching funds

in an amount at least equal to the amount of the grant.

Loan and grant committees also set limitations and
conditions on the use of program funds. These conditions may
include types of security on loan commitments, specific
deadlines for completing project» goals, and Tloan terms and

interest amounts.

Several of the loans and grants we examined did not
comply with program statutes and regulations relating to loan

origination fees, Tlimitations on funding levels, and
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documentation for matching grant funds. We found, for
instance, that a loan committee waived the interest payments
for a $50,000 loan and subsequently required that the sponsor
pay a loan origination fee totaling 2 percent of the 1loan
amount. This loan was disbursed and repaid; however, the
origination fee was never charged. Thus, the loan fund lost

income of $1,000.

In another instance, we noted that the HCD exceeded
funding 1limitations set by program regulations. Although
regulations limit loans for legal fees to $2,000, one project
received $5,000 to pay for legal services. Moreover, $1,500 of
this loan was disbursed without an itemized billing. According
to HCD staff, the Timitation requirement was simply overlooked.
The 1loan committee subsequently approved the 1loan amount
exceeding the limitation. Further, we found no documentation
that sponsors supplied matching funds for 5 out of 20 grants we
reviewed. Neither could staff of the HCD confirm that these

funds existed.

We also noted in several cases that loan committee
requirements were not met. In one case, a $50,000 loan was
approved and disbursed for a two-year term at 7 percent
interest. The loan committee required that the sponsor make
annual interest payments--a condition that was stipulated in

committee minutes and in the letter of Toan commitment sent to
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the applicant. We found that, despite this condition, the
sponsor has paid no annual interest. Consequently,

approximately $7,000 in interest is due to the loan fund.

Generally, we found that these problems resulted from
administrative weaknesses or from the failure to follow
established procedures. The HCD should ensure that projects
are funded according to regulatory limitations on fund use and

conditions specified by the loan and grant committees.
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INADEQUATE REPORTING
AND MONITORING

The Department of Housing and Community Development
does not effectively monitor its loan and grant projects. The
HCD has not routinely enforced reporting requirements for
projects nor has it developed monitoring procedures and
performance standards to systematically measure the progress of
the loan and grant projects. As a result, the HCD does not
gather sufficient information to assess project progress, to
identify problems, or to ensure that projects comply with
program requirements. Below we further develop these reporting

and measurement weaknesses.

Program regulations and contract agreements require
loan and grant recipients to periodically submit to the HCD
reports (1) detailing the project's progress in accomplishing
loan and grant objectives, (2) indicating its financial status
and projected needs for additional funds or technical
assistance, and (3) describing any project problems. In
addition to providing these interim reports, loan recipients
are required to submit a final vreport on project
accomplishments when the loan period has ended. This final
report should include information on the number of housing
units assisted, the incomes of residents, and the monthly

mortgage or rental costs of the housing units.
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According to HCD staff, these reporting requirements
are designed to provide information on project achievements and
to assist in monitoring compliance, use of funds, and progress.
Staff told us that they also monitor loan and grant projects by

conducting site visits and by telephoning project sponsors.

Problems with
Project Reports

The HCD does not adequately enforce project reporting
fequirements. We reviewed 68 projects and found that for 55 of
these sponsors had failed to submit the number of reports
required under contract agreements. For 21 of the 55 projects,
no reports had been submitted. Also, many of these reports
were submitted Tlate and sometimes failed to answer all

reporting items.

In addition, we reviewed 48 loans. Although the Toan
periods for 21 of these had ended, sponsors of only 8 loans had
submitted required final reports on project accomplishments.
One project sponsor, for example, had}submitted only 1 of the
19 monthly reports that are required. This report was not only
submitted late but was also incomplete since it lacked detailed
information on funding needs and accomplishment of project

objectives.
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Another project sponsor submitted two of six reports
during the project's original two-year term and a report at the
end of the term. This final report provided data on the number
of units assisted but omitted information on the incomes of
households occupying the units and the monthly mortgage rates
of those‘units. Had this data been available, the HCD could
have more easily apprised the project's effectiveness in

serving persons with Tow incomes.

Because project sponsors do not provide complete,
timely reports, program staff of the HCD do not have adequate
information on the progress and accomplishment of funded
projects. Program staff state that they have not adequately
enforced reporting requirements. They indicated, however, that
they have recently implemented procedures to ensure that
sponsors for each loan and grant project submit complete and
timely reports as required by contract agreements.
Specifically, the grant program has developed a reporting
instrument that requests specific information on project
activities. Furthermore, grantees are now required to submit a

final report when construction projects are completed.

Lack of Progress and
Effectiveness Measurement

The HCD cannot easily assess the progress of projects

funded by individual loans and grants because performance

objectives and project milestones are often undeveloped.
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Contract agreements and loan and grant applications rarely
contain schedﬁles for completion of various project objectives
and normally Tlack criteria for judging effectiveness. Of the
68 loans and grants we reviewed, 37 of the applications lacked
specific performance milestones against which to measure the

progress of the projects.

Although measuring the effectiveness of Toan and
grant projects 1is difficult because of the Tength of time
involved and other variables, the department could develop
better information on  progress, accomplishments, and
effectiveness. If the HCD developed a data base, project
performance indicators and standards, and formats to measure
them, it could more easily determine the progress and

effectiveness of its programs.

In addition, although HCD program staff visit project
sites and communicate with housing sponsors, these activities
are not conducted in accordance with detailed, written
procedures nor are they scheduled to assure that all projects
are routinely monitored. Our review indicated that while some
sponsors had frequent contact with HCD, others did not. Staff
of the HCD did not adequately monitor some projects that had
difficulty in accomplishing objectives. As a result, the HCD
lost opportunities to assist sponsors in accomplishing project

objectives.
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The HCD's monitoring system should systematically
review program activities to determine whether the programs are
being implemented as planned. This system should identify
causes, recommend solutions, and ensure that corrective action
is implemented. At the time of our review, the HCD's
monitoring system did not effectively carry out these
requirements. Staff of the HCD recognized these weaknesses and

stated that they were caused by inadequate staffing.
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REPORTS TO THE LEGISLATURE
DO NOT ACCURATELY PORTRAY
PROGRAM ACCOMPLISHMENTS

The Department of Housing and Community Development's
annual reports to the Legislature inaccurately portray the
accomplishments of the loan and grant programs because they
generally contain information on planned rather than actual
accomplishments. As a result, these reports often overstate or
inaccurately describe achievements. This problem may be due in
part to the HCD's inadequate project monitoring and reporting
procedures. In reviewing these annual reports, the Legislature
does not receive a clear impression of program progress. This
prevents it from effectively assessing the HCD's performance in

assisting the development of low-income housing in California.

The HCD s reqdired to submit to the Legislature
annual reports detailing the progress and accomplishments of
its programs. These reports must contain certain information,
such as the number of housing units assisted through the HCD's
programs and the income levels of assisted households. The
reports also should include the number and dollar amount of
loans and grants awarded to sponsors as well as information
about sponsors' delinquent repayments and defaults (failures
to repay Tloans). Finally, the reports should suggest

recommendations to improve program operations.
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In addition to including this required information,
the HCD's annual reports also demonstrate the benefits of the
loan and grant programs. One such measure of these benefits is
the amount of financing each project sponsor is able to secure
as a result of obtaining funding from the HCD. The HCD refers
to this practice as Tleveraging additional financing. As an
example, a $50,000 HCD loan to purchase land for a low-income
housing project may enable a project sponsor to secure
$2 million in construction financing from another source. The
$2 million is leveraged by the $50,000 loan from the HCD; thus,
$1 in state funds has produced $400 in additional funding.
According to the HCD, Teveraged funds are important because
they significantly multiply the impact of the relatively small

amount of HCD loans and grants.

Other measures the HCD cites to demonstrate loan and
grant benefits include (1) increased employment and economic
activity due to new construction, (2) increased property and
sales taxes to local communities, and (3) expanding

availability of housing.

Inaccurate Reporting

The HCD's annual reports to the Legislature do not
accurately portray program accomplishments. These reports
contain data on the number of housing units developed and the

funding committed to projects. But the reports present as
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actual achievements information that is based upon projected
activities. The HCD cites planned achievements as actual
accomplishments because it gathers data from Tloan and grant
applications instead of from periodic project reports. As a
result, reports to the Legislature often overstate both the
number of housing units assisted by the programs and the amount

of additional funds leveraged by funds from the HCD.

We found several instances in which reports did not
accurately portray the accomplishments of programs. The Urban
Development Loan Program reported to the Legislature in 1979
that approximately $2 million 1in loans had leveraged almost
$35 million in other financing and that these funds had enabled
the program to develop 916 units of housing for persons with
low to moderate incomes. Our review disclosed, however, that
the report overstated program accomplishments because the
information presented was based on projected rather than actual
activities. When the report was issued, only 560 units were
being developed, not 916. Instead of $35 million in other
financing, the sponsor obtained $20 million of other permanent
financing. The HCD also overstated achievements in the 1978
report on the Farmworker Housing Grant Fund program. It stated
that $12.9 million in funding was leveraged from other funding
sources and that 533 units were constructed and rehabilitated.

Our review of the documentation for this claim indicated that
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only $7.5 million was leveraged and that only 376 units were
assisted by the fund. In addition, subsequent grant
cancellations and amendments reduced the number of total units

to 289.

We found other examples of inaccurately reported
program accomplishments. In dne case, a program claimed
50 units of housiﬁg as a project achievement; in fact, the
project did not receive permanent financing and was cancelled.
In another case, 80 units of rehabilitated housing were cited
as project accomplishments. Yet, as a result of the project,

only 60 units were assisted.

We also question the validity of other information
the department has reported to demonstrate the effectiveness of
its programs. The 1978 report on the Rural Predevelopment Loan
Fund suggested that one additional benefit of its loans was the
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